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2015 STEVE WRIGHT BRIDGE AWARD 

SARAH DEAN 

 

For many years Sarah Dean, winner of the Steve Wright Bridge Award, has given a 
substantial amount of her time to her church, the Vineyard Church of Ithaca, a diverse 
church serving Cornell University and the Ithaca community.  She is a long-time Loan 
Committee member of the Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services (INHS).  The INHS 
mission is to revitalize Ithaca’s neighborhoods-encouraging stability and diversity and 
to help people of modest incomes obtain affordable housing on a long-term basis.  
Sarah is a regular volunteer for the Dream Factory of Central New York – an 
organization that grants dreams to critically and chronically ill children from the ages 
of three through eighteen.  Through her involvement with the Dream Works Factory 
she helps with fundraising activities with the Cornell Men’s Lacrosse Team, Red Cross 
Blood Drives and Clinic for a Cause.  Sarah was on the Board of Directors for the 
Dream Works Factory of Central New York for many years as well.  The Cornell 
Hockey Association has also benefitted from her generous contributions over the 
years.  She has been involved with that organization for a long time and holds the 
honor of being a former Board of Director’s member.  Recently, Sarah took on an 
additional volunteer position and is now proudly serving as an IPP United Way 
Ambassador. Before becoming an Ambassador she always volunteered to bake a pie 
or other treat for the annual United Way IPP fundraiser. 

Sarah consistently markets the Business and Technology Park at entrepreneurial 
events around the community – after hours and on her own time, she volunteers with 
our sustainability program, represents the Business and Technology Park at the 
monthly Tompkins County Chamber of Commerce after hours events, and is on a 
committee to assist the procurement office with selecting a new campus snack 
vendor.  She is the first to volunteer for tasks in the office and to join campus 
committees.  She is a huge asset to the Real Estate department creating websites, 
overseeing our student intern, and managing all of our IT issues.  If she participates in 
a computing class, she shares what she has learned at the class with all of us.  She 
coordinated our Green Office Certification and regularly brings home all of our 
reusable kitchen towels, washes them, and brings them back the next day!  On top of 
this, she thoughtfully brings in fresh baked healthy treats for our office.  This winner 
goes above and beyond every day for our department, the campus, community, and 
the environment. Sarah’s nominators are so fortunate to have her as their colleague! 

Sarah was nominated by – Kristin Gutenberger, Cindy Kemp, Tina O’Shea, Teri Whitmore, Christine 
Hass and Jeremy Thomas. 
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